E-mail: comsec@teignbridge.gov.uk
27 September 2021

EXECUTIVE
A meeting of the Executive will be held on Tuesday, 5th October, 2021 in the Council
Chamber, Forde House, Brunel Road, Newton Abbot, TQ12 4XX at 10.00 am

PHIL SHEARS
Managing Director
Membership:
Councillors Connett (Leader), Dewhirst (Deputy Leader), J Hook, Keeling, Jeffries, MacGregor,
Purser, Taylor and Wrigley

Please Note:The public can view the live streaming of the meeting at Teignbridge
District Council Webcasting (public-i.tv) with the exception where there are
confidential or exempt items, which may need to be considered in the absence of the
press and public.

AGENDA
Part I

1.

Apologies for absence

2.

Minutes

(Pages 7 - 10)

To approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on 16 September 2021.
3.

Declarations of Interest (if any)

4.

Executive Forward Plan
To note forthcoming decisions anticipated on the Executive Forward Plan

5.

Public Questions (if any)
Members of the Public may ask questions of the Leader or an Executive Member. A
maximum period of 15 minutes will be allowed with a maximum of period of three
minutes per questioner.
The deadline for questions is no later than 12 noon two working days before the
date of the meeting.

Reports/Items for consideration
6.

Update Shellfish collection on the Teign and Exe Estuaries
(attached)

7.

Notice of Motion on the Environment

(Pages 11 - 14)

For the Executive to consider their response to the Notice of Motion on the
Environment submitted by Cllr Macgregor to the Full Council 20th September 2021
Background
Council Notes that –
-

-

-

-

-

This Council has declared its commitment to address the Climate and
Ecological Emergencies via Declarations made in April 2019 and Sept 2020
respectively. We are also signatories to the Devon Carbon Declaration and
being recognised as a leader in District Council responses to the twin
emergencies.
The Council has fulfilled the initial commitments we made at Full Council in
Sept 2019 including employing a Climate Change Officer. We have
completed our 2018/19 Carbon Footprint and have identified and funded
projects to address the Council’s top 15 emissions sites.
The Council has made substantial progress in other areas including through
our Local Plan, installing EV charging, promoting district heating schemes,
energy efficiency and renewable energy retrofitting of the District’s housing
stock, created SANGS at Dawlish and Matford, planted more than 3000 trees
and assisted with many other projects to reduce our District’s carbon
footprint, as well as protect and improve biodiversity and habitats.
Central Government, however, has failed to provide the legislative framework
to match Teignbridge District’s Council ambition.
The Government has delayed for the 3 rd time the progress of the
Environment Bill through Parliament. The Bill; created to enshrine in law
environmental principles which will embed environmental values at the heart
of government policy making and replacing EU regulations covering areas
such as pollution, wildlife protection, air quality, biodiversity and waste
reduction. However, the Bill will now not be in place until Autumn 2021, at the
earliest.
Despite these positive plans, the Government has already taken a backwards
direction by reversing the EU ban on the use of neonicotinoids, undermining
previous commitments in 2018 that the UK would keep the ban in place post
Brexit. Research shows that neonicotinoids are highly toxic chemicals that

-

-

can persist in the wider ecosystem for some time, potentially to be absorbed
by wildflowers that pollinators then visit. In 2018 the government agreed with
this research, and there is no new research to dispute this finding.
Last year the Committee on Climate Change, the Government’s own
independent advisory body stated that steps taken so far by Government “do
not deliver adequate progress in addressing even the unavoidable impacts of
climate change, let alone the risks of expected levels of global warming of
around 3°C above pre-industrial levels”, and that “the delivery of effective
new policies must accelerate dramatically if we’re to seize this chance.
Progress is generally off-track in most sectors, with only four out of 21 of the
indicators on track in 2019.”
The United Nations has just produced the results of the largest public opinion
poll in history, which demonstrates that 2/3rds of people agree that climate
change is a "global emergency". 1.2 million people have been questioned in
50 countries. 81% of UK residents questioned also agreed there was a
Climate Emergency.

Council believes that –
-

-

-

As a District, as a Nation, as a World, we are currently fighting two potentially
cataclysmic emergencies. The Government must urgently make and enact a
serious Plan to address the climate and ecological emergencies.
The Government must urgently listen to the suggestions of environmental
organisations in the UK, in order to tighten the proposed regulations in the
Environment Bill, including to;
Further protect food import standards
Set a target date for the removal of deforestation from supply chains
Set air pollution targets in line with WHO guidelines
Introduce legally binding targets on loss of nature
Introduce legally binding targets on plastics reduction
Make a legal commitment to protect 30% of UK land for nature
Reintroduce the ban on neonicotinoids.
Teignbridge District Council is committed to do all it can to address the
climate and ecological emergencies but needs government to provide the
legislative framework via the Environment Bill, to fulfil its ambitions for our
District.

Motion
The Leader and relevant Executive Members will write to our MP’s and Sec of State
for the Environment urging them to ensure that the time delay to the Environment
Bill is used to ensure the following improvements are incorporated,
Further protect food import standards
Set a target date for the removal of deforestation from supply chains
Set air pollution targets in line with WHO guidelines
Introduce legally binding targets on loss of nature
Introduce legally binding targets on plastics reduction
Make a legal commitment to protect 30% of UK land for nature
Reintroduce the ban on neonicotinoids.

8.

Notice of Motion - Giving the Community a stronger voice in
local planning
For the Executive to consider their response to the Notice of Motion on the
submitted by the Leader on Giving the Community a stronger voice in local planning
to the Full Council 20th September 2021
GIVING THE COMMUNITY A STRONGER VOICE IN LOCAL PLANNING
Teignbridge Council notes:
The significant concerns expressed through the ballot box in Chesham & Amersham
over the Conservative Government's Planning Reforms.
The concessions already made to Conservative backbench MPs concerns about the
impact of planning deregulation.
Local residents concerns about their reduced ability to object to building works
under Permitted Development Rights which have been extended under this
Government.
Widespread concerns and condemnation of the Planning White Paper proposals
across Local Government, The Planning and Architecture Sector, and organisations
concerned with protecting green spaces and heritage.
Council is concerned that:
Government proposals to deregulate planning will remove the already limited rights
of residents to influence or object to inappropriate development where they live.
The Government's proposals will decimate the character of our district and give
carte blanche to developers to build what they please across large 'zones' without
needing planning permission.
Council believes that:
Residents have the right to an improved say over development that will change the
area they live in.
Local councils, in consultation with their residents and businesses are best placed to
understand the issues in their area and respond with a spatial strategy tailored to
that area.
Council calls for the Government to:
Scrap its Planning White Paper and instead
· Undertake a wholesale review of Permitted Development Rights
· Make the Government's Planning Inspectorate more accountable to local people
· Implement stronger controls to ensure Ministers making decisions on planning
applications are not connected either financially or personally with the developers or
related parties to the application.

If you would like this information in another format, please telephone 01626 361101 or
e-mail info@teignbridge.gov.uk

